THE LEGEND OF VALENTINE
Book Club Discussion Topics

Several book clubs have reached out to discuss The Legend of Valentine.
Below are suggested topics and discussion notes to help guide your conversation.

1) The Women Who Shape the Story

The women in The Legend of Valentine each change the course of Valentine’s life in different
ways — Agatha’s purity and courage, Serena’s allure and ambition, and Porcia’s protectiveness
and fear. Discuss what you found most interesting about these women and their choices. Which
of them did you sympathize with most, and which frustrated you the most?

Note for Moderator:

Encourage readers to share their reactions openly — admiration, frustration, or surprise. Agatha
often resonates for her faith and quiet strength. Serena sparks debate — some find her
captivating, while others see her as dangerous or wounded. Porcia may divide opinion: her
efforts to protect Agatha come from love, yet her choices nearly cost Valentine everything. Each
woman reveals a different form of power and survival. Invite readers to explore which of these
women felt most real or complex to them.

2) The Many Faces of Love and Loyalty

Discuss how love plays a role in these relationships: Valentine and Agatha, Valentine and
Serena, Agatha and Porcia, and Valentine and Claudius. Which relationships were your favorites
in the story, and why?

Note for Moderator:
Each relationship highlights a different side of love:

e Valentine and Agatha share enduring love built on faith and trust.

e Valentine and Serena reveal love caught between desire and ambition.

e Agatha and Porcia show love that protects, even when it leads to conflict.

e Valentine and Claudius both love Rome and what they see as sacred — but Valentine’s
new faith challenges the traditions Claudius swore to defend.

3) Favorite Characters and Moments

Who were your favorite characters in the story — Valentine, Agatha, Serena, Porcia, Claudius,
or Bruttius — and what moments made them stand out for you? Which scenes or relationships
did you enjoy most, and why?

Note for Moderator:

Invite readers to share which characters captured their emotions or stayed with them. Many
admire Valentine’s quiet courage and Agatha’s unwavering grace. Bruttius often resonates for
his fatherly loyalty, though he’s a brute of a man. Serena tends to divide readers — some see her



as bold and inspiring, while others find her manipulative or misunderstood. Porcia evokes both
frustration and sympathy as her protective choices backfire. Claudius can surprise readers with
his depth, torn between duty and affection. Encourage discussion around why these characters
linger after the story ends.

4) The World of Ancient Rome

One of the most unforgettable parts of The Legend of Valentine is how vividly it brings ancient
Rome to life — from the grandeur of the Emperor’s Palace to the shimmering elegance of Villa
Adriana, the intimacy of the Caldarium (the baths), the healing villa of Deodatus, the hidden
gatherings by the Tiber River, and the seaside calm of Naples. Which of these places stood out
most to you? What did you enjoy about how the novel brought this world to life? How did it feel
reading a story set in a world so ancient yet strangely relatable today?

Note for Moderator:

Encourage readers to discuss how the world itself feels like a living character — full of beauty,
danger, and contrast. Some remember the Emperor’s Palace for its tension and grandeur, while
others the Caldarium for its intimacy and moral complexity. Many recall Villa Adriana as a place
of luxury and temptation, Naples for its peace, or the gatherings by the Tiber River as moments
of quiet faith under threat. Invite reflection on why the ancient world still feels emotionally
familiar — its desires, fears, and hopes mirroring our own.

5) When Valentine Crosses the Line

Valentine’s night with Serena surprises many readers — a moment of longing that ends in regret
once he learns she’s married. It isn’t love, but a lapse that exposes his deep loneliness and need
to feel alive again. Yet this single night sets off a chain of events that changes everything —
Serena’s pregnancy, the moral weight of his actions, and the unraveling of choices that will test
him in ways he never imagined. Still, readers find themselves rooting for him even more — not
because he’s flawless, but because his flaws make his journey toward grace that much harder,
and more human.

Discussion Prompts:

o How did this moment shift your understanding of Valentine’s struggle between love,
faith, and responsibility?

e Why do you think readers continue to root for him, even after such a life-altering
mistake?

o How does this turning point deepen the novel’s central theme of forgiveness — both
divine and human?

o In what ways does this reveal that redemption often begins in the wake of our worst
decisions?



Note for Moderator:

This scene marks the start of Valentine’s most difficult test — a moment that invites empathy,
not condemnation. Encourage discussion around how readers stay with him through the
consequences of his actions, and how the story transforms his failing into a path toward
understanding, accountability, and ultimately grace. Keep the focus on how forgiveness moves
through the novel — not as a free pass, but as a force that makes transformation possible.

6) A Love That Sees Beyond Sight

Valentine and Agatha’s love isn’t easy — her blindness, their separation, and the obstacles
between them make it feel impossible at times. Yet it’s also one of the most unforgettable parts
of the story. She “sees” him more clearly than anyone ever has, and he loves her for who she is
— not despite her blindness, but because of her strength and spirit. When her sight returns, it’s
almost as if she never needed it to love him.

What did you love most about their relationship? Did it remind you of any love story from your
own life — one that was imperfect but lasting, or that taught you something about seeing
someone for who they truly are?

Note for Moderator:

Encourage readers to share which moments between Valentine and Agatha touched them the
most — their tenderness, quiet strength, or longing. This topic often draws personal reflections:
how love endures through separation, illness, or time. Some readers may say it reminded them of
a love they lost or one that changed them. Let the group reflect on why imperfect, enduring love
stories often feel the most real — and the most unforgettable.



